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Letter from the Editor

Skullduggery, a school wide success
Sayler Delves, the assistant production
manager reports
This year’s whole school production was called Skulduggery, a musical written by
alumni Harrison Stone. It’s focus was on the last pirate, back in 1789. This pirate,
with the help of the kind but childish sidekick Billy, begins the search for a magical
compass to take them to the last haven of pirates, Skulduggery isle. It’s a great
play- but even better is the community it creates in the process.
Through auditioning, meetings, rehearsals, and panicked learning of lines in the
last couple of weeks, the cast came together and made new friends in each other.
Read the interview with the cast on
page three
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What are your thoughts on the
script?
Ankita Sidhu / Kit
I think the script is very
entertaining and funny. I like how
the script isn’t too long, because
then I can practise my lines a lot
better. I like how there are two
sides to this story- meaning a
good side and a bad side.

How much preparation was
involved and still to come?
Lily Lau / Max
Ever since the first production
schedule spreadsheet was sent
out, Declan and Tully have been
ferociously preparing for this up
and coming production. I am very
thankful for all their effort that
they put into the production, to
have the best possible outcome.
They manage rehearsals every
Wednesday and Thursday, and
sometimes even taking their own
time off for Sunday rehearsals.

Timna Shushan / Connor
The amount of effort that has
gone into preparing the 2019
Elwood College Production
has been enormous, with a
lot more to come. From the
very first auditions, to the first
run of act one and holiday
intensive rehearsals, everyone
has had a key role in pulling
the show together, whether
it be organising rehearsal
times, staying late after school,
coming in on weekends and
during the holidays, directing
about 30 high school students,
or designing the set. Every
single role is important,
whether it be acting, stage
managing, directing, designing
the set, or being backstage. Of
course there is so much work
left to do! There are sets to be
put together and painted, tech
runs to be conducted, full runs
of the show, dress rehearsals,
costume fittings, the
coordination and organisation
of the backstage crew.
Although this is a lot of effort,
it’s this effort that makes the
Elwood College productions a
highlight of the year.

The entire cast has put in so much
dedication to their roles and the
wonderful Sayler, even though
she isn’t going to be here for the
show, stepped up to the role of
production assistant.
This year’s production is going
to be fantastic because of all the
hard work and cooperation that
everyone is putting in.
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Would you do it again?
Charlotte Willis / Booker
Yes, I would do it again! It’s
been a great experience
working with the other
students in the production
team, and making friends with
the older students.
Lydia Biegler / Billy
Yes, definitely. I feel like there
is a big community that always
does the production, again
and again, every year.
Even though I’m only in year 8
I’m proud to be a part of that
group of people.
Peggy Lucas / Admiral
Hornblower
Unfortunately, as I am in Year
12, Skulduggery will be my last
Elwood College Production.
Having done every school
play since year 8 (I was a bit
too scared in year 7!) it will be
one of the main things I miss
about Elwood when I leave.
The best advice I can give is to
get involved in the production
as it is, without sounding
too cheesy, extremely super
fun. You don’t always need
to act and there are so
many opportunities to help
backstage and with the set.
For instance, in year 8 I was
part of the orchestra playing
the score of the Wizard of Oz
(a downside of that was that
Somewhere Over the Rainbow
was in my head for about
a month but oh well). Also,
for those who are entering
VCE I recommend to not
be afraid to get involved in
the play. I admit it is hard to
juggle the Year 12 workload
and rehearsal schedule but
I definitely think that the
experience is worth it!

Release by Patrick Ness - Book Review
Recently, I finished Release by
Patrick Ness.
This is the first book written
by him I have ever read and
I have to say, in the words of
John Green on the back cover:
‘Patrick Ness is an insanely
beautiful writer.’
The writing was colourful
and written with artform and
intelligence, but I didn’t enjoy
the sections about Katherine/
The Queen written in italics so
much, despite the beautiful
prose - just because there was
quite a bit coinciding with
the action; at the time it was
difficult to follow. I liked what
the book was about though
- I think it’ll definitely be one
of those books you enjoy so
much more when you read it
again.
‘Tis a teen novel, but it
explored death, forgiveness,
love, and the battles against
homophobia in a truly unique
way. It had strong characters,
ie. Angela Darlington and
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Adam Thorn, and it showed
how heartbreak and feeling
vengeful are tightly connected;
addressing the pain that
occurs in both worlds head-on,
with insightfulness, sometimes
being the only way to find
release.

I recommend this book for
someone 16+, not because
I don’t think younger high
school students will be able to
handle the content, but purely
because I think an older reader
would appreciate it more.
That said, this is the perfect
book for somebody suddenly
discovering that there are so
many roads to turn down,
someone experiencing the
toils of life, or for someone
who would like reminding that
they should embrace who they
are - the people who truly love
them will not only accept that
decision - but support them
the whole way.

Zeta Hamilton-Durkin,
Year 10
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Solli, an inspirational activist
Solli Raphael is a young
Australian environmentalist,
who takes action through his
slam poetry. At age twelve
he participated in a slam
challenge, and was surprised
and pleased when he won
it, and continued to the next
level. Eventually, he found
himself standing backstage
at the Sydney Opera House,
looking out on the crowd of
thousands and realizing that
it was just him and one other
competitor left.

Now 14, Solli continues to use his
slam poetry as a way to instigate
climate action and shine a light on
other issues he cares deeply about.
One of his slam poems sneak peek
is as follows:
So don’t sit around waiting for
your life to caper, instead - grab
your pens and your paper - your
voices and your eyes, so we can
reach for the sky, and look down
on the world, and tell them why,
we need to make a change

Solli’s career has been so
successful that he released
his book, Limelight, last year
to much appreciation, and is
in the process of writing his
second book. Solli says “A
pen in my hand is like peas
in a pod - or a more up-todate simile; like a pod of
dolphins in an unpolluted sea.
Poetry allows me to share my
thoughts and ideas with the
world in a fun, uplifting and
meaningful way.”
You can access more
information about Solli at
solliraphael.com.au

He went on to win the
competition.

Sayler Delves, Year 9

Zoe Morris Investigates the Mobile Phone Ban
Mobile phones will be banned
for all students at Victorian
state primary and secondary
schools from Term 1 2020,
to help reduce distraction,
tackle cyber bullying and
improve learning outcomes for
students.
Minister for Education James
Merlino today announced
the reform at McKinnon
Secondary College, which
has seen the benefits of its
mobile phone ban on student
learning and social behaviour.
Teachers at the school have
reported that students are
more focused during class and
communicating more in the
school yard.

According to the latest
research from Headspace,
around 53 per cent of young
Australians have experienced
cyberbullying.
Teachers and parents also
frequently raise concerns
about the use of mobile
phones during school hours as
a cause of constant distraction
in classrooms. Rolling out a
state-wide policy will provide
consistency and certainty for
parents, students and school
communities.
Students will be required to
switch off their phones and
store them securely in lockers
from the start of the school
day until the final bell. When
emergencies occur, parents or
guardians can reach their child
by calling the school.
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The only exceptions to the
ban will be where students
use phones to monitor health
conditions, or where teachers
instruct students to bring
their phone for a particular
classroom activity. At all other
times phones must be in
lockers.
I then interviewed my fellow
classmates to see their opinion
on the ban
“I think they should they
should be banned in classes
only, but allowed at recess and
lunch to check timetables” 7D
Student,
“I understand why they banned
phones and don’t really mind,”
7D student,

Zoe Morris, Year 7

Switch the Fish
For decades, we have
overfished hoards of
varied fish populations,
snaring them in nets and
pumping them endlessly
into fishing boats. But
now, we are facing the
consequences.
Our majestic and
ancient shark, tuna and
swordfish populations
have reduced by a
whopping 90% since
the 1950s - and are
continuing to drop.
If overfishing isn’t
terminated soon, these
fish species and many
others will meet their
inevitable fate - extinction.
The main issue is that
the fish we like to
eat are precisely the
ones on the brink of
vanishing forever. With
such popular demand
for them, companies
have been snaffling up
juvenile endangered fish
that are so young they
haven’t even had time to
reproduce to regenerate
the fish population. We
are snatching away fish’
only route to survival.
We can still get off the
hook though. You could
choose to cut fish right
out of your diet, but you
could also swap out fish
for more sustainable
options.

Zeta Hamilton-Durkin, Year 10

Cut endangered fish
out of your diet and
introduce fish lower on
the food chain - fish that
reproduce and regenerate
quickly - and we can
give endangered fish
populations the chance
to recover and become
abundant once again.
Actions to help include
not eating canned tuna
(a highly unsustainable
choice of food),
changing your sushi
order and no longer
buying flake when you
buy fish and chips.
Purchasing other kinds
of slippery friends also
sends a huge message
to companies that
consumers do not wish
to gourmandise on
endangered fish - and
they will listen. There’s
no money in overfishing
products nobody will eat.

Fish have been swimming
the oceans for thousands
and thousands of years,
long before we walked
the earth, and it’s not
just the fact it will be a
real shame to lose such
beautiful creatures due
to greed, it’s the fact
that the food chain will
become seriously askew
that makes their extinction
so atrocious. The loss of
just one species of fish
affects every single animal
that will no longer have
a source of food - until
hundreds of species
(including us!) are at risk.
Fisheries won’t stop
overfishing on their
own. We, as consumers,
have the power. Will you
change the types of fish
you eat?
It’s only our future at
stake.
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Source:
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