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                        Review: 2015 
 
BACKGROUND 
The term environment in this document is contextual and can refer to either the college 
environment, which encompasses buildings and grounds, or the greater, natural environment. 
Work carried out to develop the college environment should ensure aesthetic improvements, 
promote sustainable practices and be respectful mindful of the wider natural environment. 

 
PURPOSE 

1. To nurture a respect within the Elwood College community for both the college 
environment and the wider natural environment. This includes engendering a collective 
responsibility for the maintenance and improvement of buildings and grounds. 

 
2. To demonstrate Elwood College’s commitment to sustainability and conservation, and 

to increase its connections to the wider community through its environmental 

programs. This includes creating a blueprint for implementing appropriate practice in 

sustainability and the conservation of resources at the college. 

 
BROAD GUIDELINES 
Elwood College sees itself as part of a wider community and recognises its environmental 
policies and practices have ramifications beyond the school itself. With this in mind, the 
college is committed to contributing to the betterment of both its own environment and the 
greater environment by: 

 
 providing, improving and maintaining a healthy and aesthetically pleasing 

learning and outdoor environment 
 educating and engaging its community (students, staff and families) on environmental 

issues 

 engaging in sustainable practices around the school 

 contributing to the conservation of the greater environment in which the college is 

situated. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 

1. The college community will be educated about ways to reduce waste, water usage and 
energy consumption. 

 
2. The Environment Sub Committee and student environment leaders will play an 

active role in promoting, reviewing and measuring sustainability practices. 
 

3. Students will be expected to participate in developing a sustainable school 

environment and in practising the waste-wise principles – reduce, re-use and 

recycle. This includes taking part in environment duty to help maintain a clean 

and attractive school environment. 



 

4. Members of the college community will be invited to participate in school working 

bees to clean up, maintain and enhance the school environment. 
 

5. The college will adopt strategies that save energy, reduce waste, and support 

sustainability. This includes the “greening” of outdoor areas and, where possible, 

the use of water-wise and indigenous plants in school gardens. 
 

6. The college will, where possible, use and purchase products and materials that are 

environmentally and socially responsible, perform well, are safe, and provide value for 

money over their lifetime. 
 

7. The college will work towards reducing the cost of waste and litter management by 

tracking and managing consumption. 
 

8. The college will design new and upgraded educational and outdoor areas to best 

support educational outcomes, with an emphasis on environmentally responsible 

building and purchasing. 
 

9. The college will apply for environment and sustainability grants, and utilise resources 

from relevant government departments 
 

10. The college, with guidance from the Environment Sub Committee, and assistance 

from students and the wider community, will complete annual audits for energy, 

waste and water to review agreed actions for developing more sustainable practices 

throughout the school. 
 
 
RESOURCES 

 
Resource Smart Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative, Victoria (AuSSI, Vic) 

 

 
REVIEW 

 
1. The school conducts annual audits for energy, waste and water and uses the results of 

the audits to implement improved sustainable practices. 
 

2. The Environment Sub Committee reviews and sets annual environmental objectives and 
targets. 

 
3. The Environment Sub Committee reviews and publicises the success of 

sustainability initiatives annually. 
 
 


